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do it for themselves. These are two sister movements. Please
don't forget the sister community in your enthusiasm for the
Harijans."
I wish I had the ability he ascribes to me. I am pain-
fully conscious of my limitations. The correspondent is
perhaps unaware that when I was editing the Young India
I used constantly to refer to the devadasi institution and
prostitution in general. But my effort did not root out the
evil. It would only bring relief in individual cases. If I
now refer to the question in the pages of the Harijan, it is
not because I have any hope of faring better than I did
during the Young India days. I shall be pleased, if this
fresh effort brings relief in individual cases.
The correspondent is quite right in likening the deva-
dasis to Harijans. Nevertheless he will recognize the dif-
ference there is between the two. But it is waste of time
to measure the degree of difference in wretchedness. Like
untouchability this institution for the perpetuation of vice
must go if Hinduism is to be purified. Those who are
engaged in the noble task of ridding society of the evil will
have to work in a systematic manner and not become dis-
spirited if they do not find their effort crowned with suc-
cess at once. Let them concentrate on the evil immediately
surrounding them. There are two ways of working at the
problem. There should be work amongst those who
employ devadasis for their base end, and the devadasi
community itself. If the latter will refuse to serve society's
vice, the system ends at once. But the process is not quite
so simple. Hunger knows no sin. Even like Drona and
Bhishma, devadasis point to their bellies in justification of
sin. Habit has dulled their sense of sin regarding their
calling. Therefore they have to be found an innocent
source of livelihood in the place of prostitution. Then there
is work in society. Festival and marriage parties in which
devadasis are employed have to be sought out and those
in charge reasoned with. Reformers may not dictate
reform to society. They will have to appeal to its reason
and heart. In a way all reform is a kind of education, just
as essential as the education which is commonly known as
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